
-Tenneco Minerals
A Tenneco Cornpany

Mr. Don Ostler
Utah Bureau of
288 North 1460
P.O. Box 16690
Salt Lake CitY

Reference:

P.O. 8ox 2650
SL George, Utah 84770
(801) 673- 1606

April 9, 1991

, Executive Secretary
Water Pollution Control
West

, ur 84116-0690

Repairing the Barren Solution Pond

Dear Mr. Ostler:

Enclosed please review our plans for - rePairing' and

upgrading barren Lolution pond ' As we have already replaced
the FML in the process pond, we would intend to upgrade this
pond in coniunctio.r. *iif its planned expansion' we would

like to clarify two issues in your April 9, 1991 letter'

Comment #1. Be ad'vised that there have been two

prinary FML liners in the bottom of the process water
pond sinc" eugust 1990 ' The second pond bottom 111":
was placed in response to numerous pin-ho1e leaks that
developed in tfre original FML vrhile we were performing
a pond "f ""n-orrt. 

ttris "floating" observed by Lyle was

the result of water entering the danaged upper FMT' and

being trapped by the lower- FUI-" In order to drain
this, we p""fo".t"a the upPer FML tt'| pumped the
solution tiraJl"lntined in-between the Fl'lL's' Also note
that the residual water 1n the leak detection sump can

be punped ";it 
tv a nand pump as there is^ insufficient

volume to fill the suction ii-tr" to a110w for mechanical
pumPing.

It has been our experience with the process water pono

that leak"ge f"ot--=t"if pinholes to 1'l32-inch evidence
themselve= ""piJfv- 

io oit" leak detection sumP' our
experience as ";Ii ;; ",r" ability to pump water from
iir" f ."f. detection sumps i-n both the barren and process
water pond afte"- lnl f-lyrock incident demonstrates the
current leak deie"-ii"o Jysteur is sensitive to leakage'

Connent #2. Further discussions with Mr' -Stott on

April 9, fggf co]iflrnea that at this tiraer the F!4L to
the barren.and ;-;;;;= pond will require replacenent.
The preg pond iiff be lnspected aL a later date to
confirn its integrity.



Figure 1 ).
1. A suctlon line will be extended frorn the existing
barrens f,"fai"g lank to the barrens pond Pump' This
will isolate th1 barren pond and remove .any inf }ow.

'(please seeThis repair will involve f ive

2, The nrajoritY of the barren pond will be PumPed to
will be cleaned and

spread on leach Pad
transferred to the

ponds 1 and 2. Sludge bui'1d uP
ioaded into barrels and emptied and
2. The renaining water will be
process water Pond.

3. . The exposed FML will be laid o^pen ?l tl^" leak
i"t"tii." =titp ""a in four locations for clav sampling
and .,insPecti.on oi ltre leat< detection systen-' At th9

- !t- ^ ^--: -+ i nir a..o.io] Irad and WeIlilh',i"i'".;;;;: ="^p, ln" existing- gravel,. L"d,"iq -It:l
screen Pipe vrill bJ ".tot'"d, 

ana tt'e sump'lined with- 60

nil HDPE.

This Pond will be
described .above. This

inspected and repaired in the-fashion

""p"i" 
will occui in co-niunction with

4. "INext, a filter fabrie, sand, and pea gravel drain
net will be placed in the ilnea sumP' A six-inch HDPE

pip" tiif, a -wel1 
"""""tt 

will be placed ilto the drain
net and run upslope to the pond edge' - Filter fabric
and welded HDPE-.i""p" will cushion and restrain, the
pipe fron noving.

5. A geonet will be placed and secured over the lower
FML. FinalLy, the 8O-;i1 upper FML will be installed'

II. Process Solution Pond: : : 
"

the process Pond exPansion '

-l

request the Bureau to nodify the 'leak
criteria and adoPt
recoverY system.

this upgraded Bysted
Please confirm with

to a l.eechate
us bY letter



Jyitea l.-.9-n4
- 5. --: . .,!.i-- :.:: -.1 -_1::l

6-thei:-:

.sincerelY r

f"" A.'Kluksdahl
Mine Manager

KAK:bas
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Mr. Don ostler
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uiafr water Pollution control conmittee
288 North 1450 l{est
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12136 W Bayaud A\re
P.O. Box ?81300
lakeerood, Colotado 80228
(3crit) 9{17-6200

April L2,. l99r

Docket No. I91-O3
Request for l{earing

Dear !1r. Ostler:

Asindicatedinourpriorletterstoyou,.Tenneco
Minerals is activeiy and iufly respondins- t9 !l? action
iterns in the Notice and order- and hopes that this matter can

be resolved witrrout the need for any- administrative hearinqt
or proceedinqs. 

-;h";;tPose of trriS retter is to preserve
Tenneco Minerars'-iigit Lo a hearing in the event ttre matter
is not resolved through negotiation'

In accordance with ucA 26-l-1-12 and 63-46b-3' Tenneco
Minerals hereby ;;qt;=a= a hearing before-th:. c:rutrittee to
contest the Nolice and Order on the groun'ts tnaE no

violation o""ott-dr-ittut operations were conducted in

"""oia"tt"e 
witb ipir"v"a pi:oits, and that any discharge or

exceedance of linilations- or slandards was due to conditions
or circunstances beyond Tenneco Minerals' control' we

hereby reserve tn"-i'ight, in trrg event a hearing is needed'
to submit . ror"--"*fraristive statement of reasons responding
to the Notice and ord'er and alleging these.and other
ground,s. In connection witlr any such hearing' Tenneco
fiineral-s would request that the Notice and order be
disnissed ana tnai no-"i.rtif penalties be assessed in
connection therewith.

Re: Notice of Violations and Order

Very truly Yours,

IIIINERA],S COMPANY

RaY L. Johnson t#1-
Vice President

RrJ/MLK/SSN

K. KLuksdahl
D. Brannum
M. Keller - Van Cott, BagLey
B. Buck - ,--BR Consultants
G. Toland


